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BYSA GRADE 1/2 (U8) SPRING TRAVEL PLACEMENT FAQS 

What is Spring Travel soccer? 

Travel soccer is a program designed for the more serious athlete — and family — ready to make a 
commitment to the sport, both financially and in time. The travel season technically takes place in the 
Spring (April through June). However, given the dedication to the sport in Bridgewater, teams are 
established in the Fall and play indoors at the Bridgewater Sports Complex (The Dome) from November 
through March. 

Where do we have to travel to? 

In 2011, Mass Youth Soccer decommissioned Grade 1/2 (U8) travel soccer.  In order to provide this age 
group with a fun and exciting travel season, BYSA works closely with surrounding towns to offer 
everyone a chance to play a fun and developmental season.  Where older age groups have to travel to 
different towns every week to play, the only place you will have to travel to at this age group are the 
East Bridgewater soccer fields off of Belmont Street!  All games will be played there for the outdoor, 
eight-week season.  Practice locations are up to your head coach, but are usually held at our home 
fields on Flagg Street.  

What type of financial and time commitment are we talking about? 

The Spring Travel season takes place in April and runs about 8 weeks.  There is a one-time fee for the 
season charged by BYSA.  This is the only charge and fee that you are required to commit to.  However, 
because BYSA is dedicated to the sport, and we have convenient access to the Bridgewater Sports 
Complex (The Dome), almost all of our travel coaches will submit their Travel teams to participate in 
the Dome Winter Sessions.  There are three session, each session is eight weeks long, for a total of 24 
weeks of soccer!  Coaches will also attempt to get practice time one day a week (if possible) for each 
indoor session.  Any practice time and Dome session fees will be collected by your player’s head coach 
and are in no way affiliated with BYSA.  But they are considered to be part of the financial and time 
commitment you agree to when you sign up to play Spring Travel soccer.  Uniforms are also purchased, 
which contributes to the financial commitment as well.  It is safe to assume a total time commitment 
of roughly 32 weeks, and a financial commitment of $300-$500 for the entire 32-week commitment. 

What do you mean by placement? 

We do not create A, B, or C teams in the grade 1/2 (U8) division like we do in the older divisions.  
Instead, BYSA strives to form the appropriate number of teams where players on each team create a 



completely fair range of player skill levels.  Basically, each team formed will have some strong players, 
some middle-tiered players, and some lower tiered players.  Having completely fairs teams at this age 
group promotes strong player development for all involved.  We have found through the years that by 
the end of the travel season, many of the players become much stronger as they not only learn from 
their coaches, but also from their peers!  It is also worth noting that NO PLAYER IS EVER CUT.  We will 
make as many teams as we need to assure anyone who tries out (and can agree to make all the 
dedicated commitments throughout the entire season) will get the opportunity to play! 

If everyone makes a team, why do you bother going through a “try out”? 

The reason your player must register and attend two tryout dates is so that we can evaluate their 
abilities to better place them on a team.  Because grade 1/2 (U8) is the first years a player can 
participate in a travel league, many of their skill levels are unknown to the coaches.  The try out simply 
allows your player to participate in a series of small sided games, which gives the evaluators a chance 
to see your player in action!  Once we obtain notes and information about their skill level, we can use 
that information to create the even teams.  Again, if you are trying out for a team, you WILL be placed 
on a team.  The try out simply helps us to know which team to place you on to keep all teams even and 
fair!  Without the try outs, we could have teams with all very strong players, and that would not 
benefit anyone’s development! 

My child only wants to play in the Dome and does not want to play in the 
Spring… should I sign up? 

When you agree to commit to the Spring Travel season, then you must agree to play in the outdoor 
season starting in April.  If you cannot make such a commitment, then please DO NOT sign up for 
placements.  The indoor Dome sessions are an additional and optional component to our Travel soccer 
season and are in no way affiliated with BYSA.  It would be unfair to all the players of a team if you took 
a spot on that team and decided to not play when transitioning outdoors.  This could result in a team 
with a smaller roster size, less substitute players, and a greater chance of having to forfeit games 
because they don’t have enough players to play!  If you only want to play indoors, then you may speak 
with a Travel coach and see if you may be able to play the indoor sessions after teams have been 
formed! 

What else should I know? 

There is a lot more information in regards to general Spring Travel information on our website at 
https://www.bridgewateryouthsoccer.com/Default.aspx?tabid=545854.  Registration is now open, so 
SIGN UP TODAY!!! 
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